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FROM HISTORY OF CHEMISTRY - ALIZARIN

Ivan GUTMAN

University of Kragujevac, Faculty of Science

The article describes the history of the natural dyestuff
alizarin, with emphasis on its chemical synthesis and
industrial production. Brief biographies are given of Carl
Gräbe, Carl Liebermann, and William Perkin, chemists who
played the main role in alizarin!s chemisty.  
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BIOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE OF MAGNESIUM

Nenad S. KRSTI , Ru!ica S. NIKOLI

University of Ni!, Faculty of Science

Magnesium is a biometal essential for a living world. In
the human body most of this metals is presented in bones.
This intracellular ion is essential for the function of a large
number of enzymes, nucleic acids as well as for the
processes of stabilization of the cell membrane. The flux of
this metal in the human body is regulated by the digestive
and urinary tract. Disturbances in the metabolism of this
metal are manifested as hyper- and hypo- magnesiemia.
Regular and varied diet can provide the required amount of
magnesium in the body (green leafy vegetables, nuts,
mineral water). In the plant world this metal is very
important for the process of photosynthesis, because it is an
integral component of chlorophyll.
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